ABLE Families

Where Coal 1s King;:

Life in the Coalfields

In the winter
we shared
Mingo County
with you; now
as we continue
our  zoom-out
- | perspective of
ABLE Families,
we enter the
region in
- Southern West
Virginia known as the Coalfields. Named for its most
important benefactor and foe, the West Virginia Coalfields is
the second largest producer of high quality bituminous coal in
the nation.

Coal is not only a major industry in Southern WV, it is
virtually the only industry in this region. King Coal, they call
it. And there are festivals in the area to celebrate it. Since the
day coal was first mined there has been a love-hate relationship
between it and the community. Coal attracted thousands of
Scotch-Irish, Italian, and Hungarian immigrants who settled in
the valley towns constructed by coal companies.

Coal was and still is a boom or bust industry. And as it
goes, 0 goes the economy of the region. Mechanization of the
coal industry in the 1970°s, led to a decrease of coal mining
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jobs and a new method of coal extraction, strip mining, that
some see as harmful to the environment. Today coal is mined
through mountaintop removal. That uses dynamite to “wage
war on the mountain tops of WV.” (RISE Up! WV) But, despite
its downsides, the coal industry does provide jobs, roads, and
rail access to an otherwise isolated population.

It is this very isolation that attracted many westward
immigrants to plant roots in the sheltering arms of the
Appalachian Mountains—one of the oldest mountain ranges in
the world. Their rolling peaks are also home to some of the
oldest hardwood forests in the world In recent years
authorities of the region have been looking to put this natural
beauty to good use by opening up hiking trails, horse trails, and
ATV trails. Here in Mingo County we have the newly
developed Hatfield-McCoy Trail System which is drawing
people from all over the East Coast and beyond. Of course, this
has its ecological drawbacks, too.

Hikers and natural enthusiasts are attracted by the fall colors
and spring wildflowers of Chief Logan State Park, in Logan
County, Twin Falls State Park in Wyoming County, and Laurel
Lake Park in Mingo County.

Again, know you have a standing invitation to come visit us
in Kermit, located in Mingo County, located in the heart of the
Billion Dollar Coalfield, located in West Virginia....and that’s
where we’ll go in our next issue.

We have a champion in our
midst. In February, a group of
leading coalitions serving
children and families in West
Virginia honored Sister Janet
Peterworth with the *2008
Champion for Children” award.
The award was given for her
commitment to children and
families and her work as
Director of ABLE Families, Inc.
The West Virginia Public Policy
Forum and Children’s Day at the

Legislature event honored Sr.
Janet’s efforts while
encouraging attendees to push
their legislators to enact policies
in support of children.

Sr. Janet accepted the award
on behalf of the program staff at
ABLE Families. She gave credit
to all of the people involved in
the organization. Then she
addressed the conference.

“I have come to believe that
justice walks on two feet,” she

said in her remarks. “One is the
foot of direct service—and we
all know first hand the
importance of direct service.
The second foot is that of
advocacy. We must use our
voice and influence to shape
policies and legislation and
budgets so that these are made
with children in mind.
Otherwise we will just keep on
fighting the same endless
battles.”



